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The irrigation works in Rayalaseema may
conveniently be divided into three categories - lift, storage
and river water which are represented by weHs, tanks and
reservoirs and canals respectively. Providing water was
thought to be religious and meritorious act. It was described
as one of the !Sapta Santhanas'50 Vanamu (forest), Gudr
(temple), Cheruvu (tank), Thanayudu (son), Dharma Prathista
(maintaining ethical values) Islikshepam and Bhumi (land),
were considered as the Sapta Santhanas or seven acts
productive of religious merit51. All the well-to-do people of
the age were desirous of acquiring religious merit by
performing atteast one of the Saptha Santhanas if they could
not do all. The Prabhanadas of the period also stressed
the importance of irrigation works52. In Amuktamalyada it is
stated that the State should create Irrigation facilities53 and
land should be given to the poor ryots on easy terms with
favourable rate of assessment. By performing the acts of
constructing a temple or digging tank or donating lands as
gift either to the gods of the temples or to the brahmanas it
was said that one cook! acquire ever lasting good name or
peace.

As Rayas of all the four dynasties encouraged
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